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Lappet Faced Vulture —taken in Chobe Reserve June 2011. See our Raptor Route Tour for 2012

Editorod®.not es

In June 2011 we had to travel to Kasane in the north of Botswana for an emergency
which in the end was not an emergency — while we were there we picked up the
latest news as per the news flashes below.

We also had a visit from the inspectors from ICASA during June 2011 who inspected
our radio licences and two way radios. The disks that ORRA issued for our licences
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are not valid as proof that the radio licences were obtained - remember you need a
physical copy of your two way radio licence with each radio. ICASA are clamping
down on the illegal use of two way radios — so if you have not renewed your licence
you should do it now. Fortunately ORRA faxed us a copy of the umbrella licence and
ICASA was happy with that. So when you rent a two radio make sure that you get a
copy of the two way radio licence.

This is also a reminder that we are affiliated both as a Club and as a corporate entity
with the AAWDC of SA.

Under our For Sale and Wanted section you will see that we had a bumper season
selling all the Brakhah caravans we had for sale as well as a couple of trailers and
are looking for new stock.

NEWSFLASH: Yellow fever vaccination certificates for
Zambia:

18" June 2011 - We heard various rumours about the latest requirement for Yellow
Fever vaccination certificates when visiting Zambia. We investigated the matter. One
of the rumours we heard was that those certificates and vaccination would cost
about R4000.00 per person. Upon contacting the Zambian High Commission in
Pretoria we were informed us that the requirement was voluntary. They told us
however that they would find out and come back to us.

We were on standby to assist with a recovery in Zambia and did not want to be
caught up in the middle of what is required and what not - and then coincidentally on
the same day we received an email from the South African Society for Travel
Medicine advising us that from the 1%' June 2011 it is now compulsory to have such
certificates — see SASTM natification on our website as well as the map from the
WHO [World Health Organisation] . We subsequently contacted SASTM and were
told that they do the vaccinations and the issuance of YF certificates for about
R430,00 per person. Due to our anticipated emergency we could not get to them but
instead opted to go to Intercare Medi-clinic where the doctor confirmed the
requirement. It cost us about R640,00 per person for the injection and certificate
which is valid for 10 years.

What are the risks of not getting the vaccination? You could be held at the border
post and be detained and placed under quarantine for a period of 10 days.

Looking at the map of the WHO on Zambia it appears that the risk of Yellow Fever is
eminent in the western side of Zamba all along the border with Angola, the Barotse
flood plains, Liuwa and the Zambezi River north of Shesheke - in other words
Western Zambia.



Yellow Fever Vaccination Recommendations in Africa, 2010
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“Yellow Fever (YF) vaccination is generally not recommended in

areas where there is low potential for YF virus exposure. However,
vaccination might be considered for a small subset of travelers to

these areas who are at increased risk for exposure to YF virus because
of prolonged travel, heavy exposure to mosquitoes, or inability to

avoid mosquito bites. Consideration for vaccination of any traveler
must take into account the traveler’s risk of being infected with YF

virus, country entry requirements, and individual risk factors for

serious vaccine-associated adverse events (e.g. age, immune status)

Botswana

NEWSFLASH 2: Diesel shortages in Botswana:

We have just returned from a trip to Chobe in Botswana and on our way found that
the Engen garage at Nata did not have any diesel [and 5 days later on our return still
not]. As we got to Kasane the Engen garage had just received a tanker full after a
delay. On our return we found that Pandamatenga [both garages] also had no diesel
for a couple of days — we made the mistake of not topping up in Kasane before our
departure down south and had to turn around back to Kasane for fuel [200km
roundabout]. It seems that the supply of diesel is intermittent and our advice is that
you should refuel wherever you can — do not assume that fuel is readily available! Fill
your jerry cans as soon as practicable.

NEWSFLAH 3: Restrictions on the movement of meat and
fruit in Botswana:

We had our avocados confiscated north of Nata due to the restriction on the
movement fruit as a result of an effort to curb the spreading of the fruit flies.

From the 1% March 2011 there is a total prohibition of the import of any raw meat
from South Africa — the first chemical treatment of our shoes and the car’s tyres was
just as we crossed the border at Martins Drift. As travelled north we had to stop at
various veterinary checkpoints — even our campfire wood [which we bought at the
Wood Mama north of Serule] were sprayed with chemicals. We have not seen such
activities at the veterinary checkpoints in many years.



In Francistown and Kasane we could not find any bacon, but T-bone and rump
steaks are cheap, make sure that you get ‘matured’ steaks as they tend to sell their
meat very fresh and it could be tough to chew — think of taking meat tenderizer along
as well as your favourite sauces/marinades.

NEWSFLASH 4: Robbers & thieves at Zambei River
[Livingstone]:

A couple of years ago we were victims of robbery at a viewpoint next to the Zambezi
River in Livingstone. Last week customers who rented a caravan from us were
attacked and robbed at a viewpoint next to the Zambezi while they stopped to have a
cup of coffee when 4 robbers with pangas and knob-kieries accosted them. This just
serves as a reminder that we need to take care where we stop to pause — there is
always strength in numbers. We have said it before — do not stop at any place unless
you are sure that it is safe.

Be careful for beautiful spots like these next to the Zambezi — this is the exact spot where we

were robbed a couple of years ago.

It is the winter school holidays and at many places it is very cold so for those of you
going on a winter holiday make sure that you have packed in that extra blanket or
warm water bottle.

We have started with our 2012 Trip Planning and would like to visit a couple of
destinations which we have done scheduled trips before. We are always on the
lookout for new places to visit.



For those who have been off-road camping we have a FREE OFFER - bring your
4x4 and off-road trailer/caravan to us for a free high pressure water wash
shampoo and wax. This offer is only valid for July 2011.

Regards

Loftus

Highway through the Serengaf?

Just like the Kruger National Park with the latest hotel developments inside its
borders are placing the wildlife that are supposed to be protected by law under



severe threat we find all over Africa similar developments.

We have received the following news item from the Save the Serengeti Organization
regarding the building of a highway through the Serengeti National Park in Tanzania
[for more info on the Serengeti Watch go to http://www.savetheserengeti.org/ |:

June 25, 2011

Dear Serengeti Supporter,

We are not celebrating. And we hope that we didn't mislead you.

The recent announcement by the government of Tanzania is not the answer we've
been seeking.

Here'swhy....

Why We're Not Celebrating

Those who believe that we've stopped the Serengeti highway and achie\
great victory need to step back and think again.

Whose Victory?

Unfortunately, some in the media have claimed a great victory for conservation,
believing that plans for a road across the Serengeti have been stopped. And some
conservation organizations have diplomatically praised President Kikwete for his
wisdom, adding more confusion.

But we do not share this view, knowing that those who have pushed for a commercial
route through the Serengeti can claim their victory as well.

If their plans continue,
They will get their road across the Serengeti.
They g et improved connecting roads around the park.
They get a bonus southern route around the Serengeti.
The way will be paved for more development.

The current Tanzanian government has been refused funds for the Serengeti highway
by every major don  or, government, and lending institution in the world.

Those who want a true commercial highway clearly cannot achieve it now. But they can
make inroads and later connect the dots.

A New Road Across the Serengeti is Likely

In its recent letter to the World Heritage Committee, the government of Tanzania
stated that the road through the Serengeti will not be paved, but will "remain gravel


http://www.savetheserengeti.org/

road."

The truth, however, is more complicated. No gravel road exists across this 53 km
stretch. Much of this area is designated as a Wilderness Zone, with no public access.

The 10 -year Serengeti management plan, painstakingly developed in 2005 by
scientists, Park officials, and conservation organizations clearly indicates that the area
in the northwestern part of the Park is particularly sensitive.

As shown on the map below, the area of the proposed highway cuts through areas
designated as "Low Use" and "Wilderness" zones.
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According to the management plan, the Low Use Zone "will have a lower num ber and
density of visitors" and "more limited road network and lower bed capacity." The
Wilderness Zone in green..

"is subject to minimal disturbance. As a result, visitor access will be restricted to
walking safaris, with game viewing by vehicle prohi bited. The only infrastructure
permitted will be a limited number

of access roads that can be used by Park management and support vehicles for
walking safari operations."

These areas were not designated lightly. They are critical to the migration of two
million animals as they make their way between Kenya and Tanzania. Of special
concern to scientists is the fragmentation of this ecosystem.

Fool Me Once...

The media has been fooled before. Over the past year, the government spin publicly



"gives in" an d downgrades the road to gravel, saying it won't be paved with tarmac
after all.

In reality, the road was initially announced as gravel.

In November, 2009, the Tanzanian delegation to the UNESCO World Heritage Centre
announced the road through the nort hern Serengeti. Representing their government,
they stated a "53 km stretch within the Serengeti would be a gravel and not a tarmac
road."

Yet in September of 2010, appearing to give into pressure, President Kikwete said that,
okay they've decided not to pave the road. Again on February 9, speaking to the World
Bank, he repeated, "we will not build a tarmac road." And at this year's World Heritage

Committee meeting in Paris, the mantra was repeated: no tarmac road.

In fact, the initial road surface has never been the real issue. Tanzania's original
statement of a gravel road prompted the WHC to warn of dire consequences to the
ecosystem.

"The World Heritage Centre and IUCN consider that, if built, the North Road could
critically impact the property's Outstanding Universal Value and justify its
inscription on the List of World Heritage in Danger."

What is different now?

The government curiously says that the current road across the same 53 km stretch

across wilderness zone will "remain” gravel, though no such road exists. They do not
exclude commercial use, stating that it will be "mainly for tourism and administrative

purposes as it is currently." And clearly, it will be the only connection between

upgrad ed roads being planned on either side of the Serengeti. Whatever is now there,
which is not much, will have to be upgraded to make this connection happen.

One good piece of news - the road will remain under the management of the Park. This
will mean gat es and some restrictions. But for how long?

Just the Beginning

When the road was announced, conservation organizations and scientists immediately
sounded the alarm. Though initially announced as gravel, no one, in fact, ever believed
that the road would remain unpaved.

Tony Sinclair, one of the world's leading experts on the Serengeti, wrote:

"The soils are largely of silt and cannot take heavy vehicle traffic. Although the

road may be initially of murrum (a clay soil) or gravel, the increasing flow of
vehicles will inevitably lead to a tarmac road. This will result in road kills when as

many as one million wildebeest will be settled, not just crossing, along this road...

Essentially the Serengeti as we know it will no longer exist. History has shown that
once we start this process of road development, there is no turning back on the

sequence."

Last year, Serengeti Watch conducted a survey of 302 world scientists. 71% of them
believed that if the road was built, the collapse of the migration would b e very or
extremely likely, or inevitable.



Even the government's own Environmental Impact Statement assumed that the road
would not be paved, yet predicted it would carry hundreds of thousands of vehicles a
year. Those estimates will certainly be reduced, as yet another impact study is
prepared. The expected volume of traffic should go down, and this is good.

But after the government's latest announcement, a leading infrastructure expert wrote

us saying, the road from Mugumu to Loliondo (those se ctions on the margins of the
park) not being paved is "clearly progress against the previous statement that only the

road through Serengeti section will not be tarmac." But he adds,

"That is however only 20% (of the entire route) and likely not a great deterrent
against large scale through traffic. The fundamental question remains: what would
be the purpose of this road?""

Motives

Recently, information has come to light about other motives behind the highway. In
fact, if some have their way, the hig hway will  actually be a railway.

In 2010, the Uganda and Tanzanian governments signed a Memorandum of

Understanding for the development of a new transportation route between Uganda and

the Indian Ocean port of Tanga in Tanzania. The route would extend f rom Lake Victoria
through the Serengeti, on to Arusha, and then to the Indian Ocean.

arsal o3
% Iz wagts [Map | Satellie | Hybrd | Terrain |
e

.......

‘‘‘‘‘

MMMMMMM

Tanzania's Transport Minister, Omar Nundu, spoke earlier this year about the plans for

this new route. He stated the project would involve the construction of a new port at
Mwambani harbor, near Tanga. It would also include a Tanga -Arusha - Musoma Railway.
(Musoma is on Lake Victoria.)

This would give Uganda an alternate means of exporting oil and minerals, in addition to

the railway through Kenya. It would also prov ide the Chinese with another route for
minerals from the African interior, particularly coltan, a mineral used in cell phones.

Along this route lies Lake Natron, virtually the only breeding ground for East Africa's

lesser flamingos.  President Kikwete has  recently vowed to mine Lake Natron for soda
ash, regardless of what any environmental impact study says.

And the terminus of this route, Mwambani Harbor, where the Coelocanth Marine
Reserve would be sacrificed.



The Future

So with the recent statement on the Serengeti road, have these big plans now
changed? One June 23, one day after the letter to the World Heritage Centre was
released, The Guardian newspaper interviewed Deputy Minister for Transport, Athuman
Mfutakamba. Th e article says

"that apart from improving Tanga port, they would also construct a new port in

Mwambani area. He noted that the new port would mainly serve as a gateway for

consignments transported to the northern part of the country, Uganda, Rwanda,

Buru ndi and Southern Sudan after completing the Arusha -Musoma railway." (underline
added)

The Serengeti highway has been proposed three times in the past. Inevitably, as
population and trade grows, the Uganda - Tanga commercial route will be more and
more compelling. Road traffic will grow, settlements will expand, and with it, what
experts have feared (and predicted) all along, demands that the road be paved and
fenced.

Hope

There is always hope. Not hope that traffic will be kept to a minimum, but th at the
Serengeti road won't be build at all, that the area will be kept intact for the migration.

Hope that the world will see through what one world authority on wildebeests has
termed "smoke and mirrors" and understand the struggle is far from over. H ope that
authorities will understand the economic asset that the Serengeti represents.

And hope that people living around the park, and throughout Tanzania, will see real
benefits and protect the Serengeti for future generations.

With a growing populat  ion and expanding human needs, increased pressure is
inevitable. This is a critical time. To make the Serengeti ecosystem viable, we must
make sure that the Serengeti provides for the needs of the people whose heritage it is.
We cannot afford to lose the S erengeti, because once gone, it will be gone forever.

Commentary: Will we ever get the chance to witness the Greatest Migration on
Earth? The more we ponder on that question the more it becomes necessary to do
such a trip. Our chances of experiencing the wildlife of Africa are becoming more
and more under threat as a result of developments like building roads, railroads and
hotel developments inside traditional Game Reserves. If we do — at what price? The
general population cannot afford to pay R3000.00 or more per person per night to
stay in a luxury hotel inside a Park and will certainly not have the same viewing
experience and photography opportunities as we at Ngonyama Safari Club has. To
experience wildlife should be open to anybody and not a privileged few. The
privatization of the campsites inside the Botswana National Parks, for example,
generally did not make an improvement to the quality of the camping experience
despite prices going up and that is why off-road caravans are becoming a more and
more viable option for many people — Editor.



The durability of Offroad Caravans

When we started with the rentals of off-road caravans in 2003 there was not a single
enterprise doing the rentals of off-road caravans commercially. Neither were the
manufacturers of off-road caravans in those days prepared to reimburse us for our
expenses when we had to go and recover broken off-road caravans.

We literally paid for design faults and inferior workmanship in hard cash and the cost
to either repair and/or repatriate caravans that broke in Africa were huge. We also
learnt where to improvise and what needed maintenance and repair.

In those early days there were no statistics on maintenance and repairs available so
we estimated the lifespan of off-road caravans for rental purposes on two years.
Despite breakages and repairs we realised that having a proper maintenance
program the estimated lifespan of rental units were much longer that we expected.
We now believe that with a proper maintenance program our units can easy reach 5
years or more. Our emphasis has shifted to maintenance and what the different off-
road caravans would cost us to maintain.

Bearing this in mind several manufacturers are not prepared to provide a
guarantee/warrantee on their units if it is sold for rental purposes. Rental companies
are just as a consumer as the general public and this is where the provisions of the
new CPA [Consumer Protection Act] will come in. By law they are now obliged to
provide a 6 month guarantee on their products sold. Based on past experience if an
axle or chassis break in the bush the chances are good that it may be a
workmanship or design issue, but if a wheel bearing ceases you will have a hard
time blaming the manufacturer.

We are often confronted the question on which off-road caravan is the best — the
answer is quite simple: it is the one with the lowest maintenance costs and the one
that is fully paid up. Although off-road caravans are rugged they do not last forever
and if you fail the service it after every trip the chances of a serious breakdown is
always there. Many customers are surprised if we tell them that the pothole they
struck on a previous trip has bend the axle and it is showing on the wear and tear of
the tyre tread.

Courses

Digital Wildlife photography is one way of recording your memories on safari and to
share to with your friends and family. You would, however, like to have quality
photos taken by yourself. Our photography courses are an introduction to digital
wildlife photography with the emphasis of knowing your camera and what all the
dials and buttons on your camera is supposed to do. We will also look at the basics
of post production of photographs and making a few corrections on it. Our next



photography course will be in the second half of this year, and we have provisionally
scheduled it for Saturday 27™ August 2011. We are thinking to present this course
inside a Nature Reserve — watch this space for more info.

Due to a busy winter rental season we have rescheduled our “Bush Mechanics”
course to Saturday 17 September 2011 [this is a week before the schools close for
the spring break.]

TRIP PROPOSALS: EXPERIENCE
AFRICA IN2012

For 2012 we have planned 6 scheduled trips and a couple of private and corporate
trips

Tour 1/2012: The Kalahari Raptor Route. Starting 30 March 2012 —10 days. We
will do a number of the Kalahari Raptor routes [Green Kalahari] and will stay for the
major part of the tour in the Transfrontier Park. R9,500.00* p.p.

On this trip we will cover several of the “official” Kalahari Raptor Routes as identified
by the Kalahari Raptor Group of the Endangered Wildlife Trust this area is basically
north of the Kuruman-Upington main road and we will spend a couple of days inside
the Transfrontier Park.

Tour 2/2012: Khutse. Starting 26th April 2012—6 days. “The place where you
kneel and drink”. Experience the barking geckos and the wildlife. Ideal for short



photography trip. R5,750.00* p.p.

—_—

Tour 3/2012: Okavango Delta Circle: Begins 23 June 2012—13 days. Visit
Moremi, Savuti and Caprivi. R12,500*p.p.




Tour 4/2012: “Old Kalahari” Starts 8 July 2012—7 days. Visit Khama and
Deception Valley [Central Kalahari—Botswana] R6,750* p.p.

Tour 5/2012: Namaqualand Flower Tour. Starts 29th August 2012-10 days. Visit
Augrabies Fallsand Namaqualand. R9,500.00* p.p.



Tour 6/2012: Chobe Photography Safari. Starts 28 September 2012-10days.
Camp on the banks of the Chobe River, do a boat cruise on the Chobe River,
excellent photo opportunities. Excursion to Vic Falls [optional]. R9,500.00* p.p.




We will give more details of these tours in our next newsletter.

CHOBE PHOTOGRAPHY TOUR:

September 23 to October 2, 2011 - We will visit Chobe National Park and
surroundings. Spend a photography trip on a boat cruise on the Chobe River. We will
visit Serondela, Kabula-bula, Puku Flats and many more interesting places inside
Chobe. There are thousands of elephants and buffalo waiting to be photographed.
This tour is for novices and serious amateurs alike.

This is a self drive tour and we will be camping so you need your own camping
equipment. The cost of this trip despite recent price increases at the various
campsites is R9,000.00 per person. [This is the last trip that we are able to host
below R850.00 per person per day!]

-
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Further planned trips for this year is a trip to Central Kalahari as well as the
Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park. If anyone cares to join us just give us a call.

Corporate events:
Apart from having guides, chefs, recovery vehicles and the like for you we have a

photo-journalist to cover your trip to cover your trip for you with a story of the trip and
photo should you require it please give us a call.

Driving covers & canvas divisiomh

The African sun and climate is very harsh on off-road tent covers and driving covers.
We found that the tent covers on most of the off-road caravans and trailers lasts only
about two years and then need to be replaced. Getting replacement items from
manufacturers is a time consuming exercise so we decided to begin our own division
for repairs to canvas and tents.

Our canvas and tent repair division is up and running and initially we will concentrate
on manufacturing or repairing for the rental caravans, trailers and camping gear. We
are now able to manufacture stone guards for the most types of off-road caravans.
We can even make stone guard covers for off-road trailers

We can help you with:

1 New mosquito net for doors and windows



9 Stone covers for the Brakhah, Xplorer and Commander off-road caravans

1 Awning and shower tent covers — we also manufactured the lightweight
aluminum frame that clips to the side of the caravan

1 Mattress covers
1 New awnings for the Brakhah [and other makes]
1 Repairs and customized canvas works.

A Brakhah stone cover [ripstop] single will cost R1500.00 [plus VAT] and double
R1750.00 [plus VAT] and a stone/driving cover for the Conqueror Commander will
cost R1750.00 [plus VAT]. A double stone cover for the Conqueror Companion will
cost you R3,500.00 [plus VAT].

Please enquire about the prices for customized driving covers.

Generally Speaking

Talking ... conditions in neighbouring countries
Please read our newsflashes above.
Talking ... finding us

Trying to find Portion 50/R Zwavelpoort on the GPS is difficult for many people —
here are our GPS co-ordinates S 25°49.017 E028°20.359 to get to our main gate.
We are situated in Atterbury Rd East [between Ajax and Saal Street — the only
entrance gate between these two streets. We are diagonally across from Mooikloof
Estates entrance gate]. From the N1 & Atterbury Rd off-ramp we are 8 kms away.
From the Atterbury Rd and Hans Strydom intersection we are 3 kms away.

NGONYAMA SERVICE DIVISION:

Accidents do happen and this is how our caravan looked like after somebody in
Botswana crashed into it near Khutse in December 2009. The customer we rented it
from us also had some damage to his vehicle. Unfortunately we had to wait for the
factory to reopen to get the replacement parts, but we can report that we were able
to repair it to its former glory. Sometimes we do have to wait for spare parts or
replacement parts but sometimes we just manufacture it ourselves.



Photo left: After accident Photo right: After our repairs [please note our new ripstop tent bags]

At our workshop we are able to offer you services like installations of the National

Luna split charging system [with Brad Harrison plugs], the Anlof solar panel system
for off-road caravans/trailers, electrical trailer plugs, bearings and brake shoes and
more. We manufacture and fit skid plates for your off-road caravan or trailer.

We give a 3 month warranty on our repairs.

Going through sand, dust, mud and water place immense strain on your 4x4 or
caravan of trailer and we suggest that after cleaning it thoroughly to check the under
carriage for damage. Jack up the wheels and turn it to see if there is any damage to
the braking system or drums or bearings. Clean and re-grease it. It is always good to
service your off-road trailer/caravan after a trip into the bush.

Off-road caravans and off-road trailers do take a huge amount of hammering,
shocks and vibrations causing pop rivets, bolts and nuts etc. to come loose. Wheel
bearings, shock absorbers and braking systems need to be checked, serviced and
replaced where necessary — we replace dampers [on the coupler] at least once a
year and shock absorbers at least every 18 months. Wheel bearing replacement
depends on the terrain travelled, but you need to have them checked on every major
service.

Our standard service cost only R650 for an off-road caravan and R550.00 for an off-
road trailer [plus VAT] plus spares parts, if necessary. Our standard major service
checklist covers about 50 different items. We have the staff and facilities to help you.
Give us a call.

For sale & wanted:

We have a 2005 Model Jurgens Xplorer off-road caravan for sale for R95,000.00
[price reduced] and it will be available from end of July 2011.



If you want us to sell your off-road caravan or trailer give us a call.
Wanted: We have Readers looking for all types of off-road caravans.

We will advertise your off-road caravan or trailer but we need it to be on our floor so
that we can show it to prospective customer

CONTACT DETAILS:

Our current address is Ptn 50/R Zwavelpoort 373, Atterbury Rd East, Pretoria, South
Africa. E-mail info@ngonyamarentals.co.za . Telephone +27 +12-9963027 or our
cell [mobile] phone is 08 444 10 333. Our fax number is 0865309658 Web
http://www.ngonyamarentals.co.za/

TRADING HOURS: Mon-Fri 08:00-16:00 and Sat 09:00-11:00. No pick up or drop off on
Sundays.
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