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From THE EDITOR
VUVUZELAS and Theatrics!

Africa is celebrating the 2010 Soccer World Cup 1 for the first time ever this event is
hosted on the African continent. South Africans and especially our Black population
are very loud when they celebrate. The vuvuzelas has been around a very long time
and we certainly can tell the critics that our black population are not deaf. Despite the
monotonous humming of the vuvuzelas, like a swarm of bees, they really can hear


http://ss6.chennells.com/sendlink.asp?HitID=1265038097652&StID=9324&SID=0&NID=522084&EmID=17067545&Link=aHR0cDovL2ltYWdlcy5nbWltYWdlMy5jb20vc2VuZGxpbmsuYXNwP0hpdElEPTAmU3RJRD05MzI0JlNJRD0wJk5JRD0zNzA5NjgmRW1JRD0xNzA2NzU0NSZMaW5rPWFIUjBjRG92TDNkM2R5NXVaMjl1ZVdGdFlYSmxiblJoYkhNdVkyOHVlbUV2

you and converse with you whilst the game is on. We believe that the massive noise
of the vuvuzelas will subside. We have come across many shopping centres in
South Africa banning the blowing on the vuvuzelas inside those shopping centres
and it seems that the banning of the vuvuzelas at some events is not far away. The
vuvuzelas is the legacy of the 201 Soccer World Cup.

Personally, we do not like the vuvuzelas 1 in fact we do not like noise atall,t hat 0 s
why we go to the tranquillity and peacefulness of the bush i to get away from the

noise of the city. We do not like the sound of generators in the bush and that is why

we use our ANLOF solar power units as they are silent and the energy it receives

from the sun is free. We have recently added more of the ANLOF units to our rental
stock. The new panels are 200 watt each and we had good feedback on them from

our customers.

The 2010 World Cup Soccer did not succeed to convert us to a soccer fan: are the

Abi g nameso soccer millionaii wednothitkeood e x amp
Acting like over spoilt brats with all their theatrics on and off the field did not do the

image of soccer any favours and, then, the refereeing blunders just compounded to

that. The last straw was the antics of the French team and their coach i shame on

you not to shakethe B a f a n a 6 sPareira,aandh Although we are not soccer

fans, we are very proud on what South Africa did hosting the event and the fact that

our team exited the event with grace.



Of the approximately 700,000 visitors we had in June 2010 the most came from the
SADC countries and it seems that our border post officials with our direct neighbours
are doing a sterling job.

In early June we noticed the first signs of frost and as the month progressed it
became colder and colder with a thin layer of ice on our fish pond one morning.
Although it may be warmer at places during the day the nights can become chilly.
We do expect the weather to become colder. Remember to pack in warm
blankets/duvets/sleeping bags when you go on a trip.

Il n the months to comeeydMyswielrly médarnr hmoGe | dfer
AThe Mystery of the Kalahari Ghostso as part
What happened to the APeacock Throne of the
17006s and were report e diuggles bndhe Gmosvangrthdat h e Br i
sank off the Wi Il d Coast of South Africa near

Africa holds many secrets, mysteries, myths and legends and as one Roman

Emperor once exclaimed: EX Af ri ca al i g i Ouof Afecenthezeris nov o! 0
always something new.

We are bringingst yl e and el egance otdAfricam safadsOWe and 5 0 ¢
are going to need 24 adventurers to join us and help us solve the mysteries and

explore their origins.

In this edition of EXPERIENCE AFRICA we are looking at the ever increasing

problem of Rhino poaching. Rhinos are endangered species and are on the brink of

extinction.

Many people do change their email addresses regularly and forget to update it their
new addresses on our system. Please update your details.

In our August 2010 edition we will tell you more about our trip to Kafue.
Regards

Loftus
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Over the last year or so we had numerous reports of Rhinos being killed, the latest
by murderous gangs using helicopters [some even flying at night using spotlights
and other night vision instruments]. Who are these people and why do they do it?
There is an alarming increase in the rate of Rhino killings. According to news reports
83 Rhinos will killed in 2008 and in 2009 we lost 122 rhinos to poaching. In 2010 we
are standing at a figure of 92 already [as in May 2010]. This is the highest number of
killings in 15 years. Our Rhinos are under siege and it is every nature and wildlife

|l overés duty to protect them.

Rhino horn is a component in certain Chinese fherbaldomedicines and fetches a price
per gram equivalent to gold.

According to the WWF [World Wildlife Fund] very few rhinos will survive outside
protected areas, but despite conservation efforts the wildlife authorities there are
thugs still finding ways of killing them.

Rhinos once roamed throughout Eurasia and Africa, and were known to early
Europeans who depicted them in cave paintings. Within historical times, rhinos were
still widespread in the African savannas and the tropical forests of Asia.

Today however, very few rhinos now survive outside national parks and reserves.

There are five species of rhino, three species are found in Asia and two are found in
Africa.

Java, Sumatra and Indian rhinos are found in Asia. Both the Java and Sumatra

rhinos are |listed on | UCNO6s Red Li st as

crit



listed as endangered. There are two distinct subspecies of Java rhino, one lives in
Vietnam and the other on the Indonesian island of Java.

Black rhino and white rhino are found in Africa. There are two subspecies of white
rhino, the southern white rhino is now most abundant rhino in the world and is listed
as endangered. The northern white rhino is critically endangered. There are four
subspecies of the critically endangered black rhino, eastern, south western, southern
central and western. The western subspecies is thought to be extinct.

Some populations are increasing

There are success stories: the southern white rhino and the Indian rhino are thriving
in well-protected sanctuaries, and their numbers are increasing. Indeed, southern
white rhinos were once thought to be extinct, but are now classified as Near
Threatened. Black rhinos, too, have increased during the past ten years, but total
numbers are still a fraction of what they were fifty years ago

WWEF tackling threats from all angles

WWE is one of the few organizations attempting to tackle these threats from all
angles: strengthening protected areas in Africa and Asia, lobbying to halt the illegal
timber trade, and stamping out the illegal trade in horn.

Rhinoceroses are universally recognized because of their massive bodies, stumpy
legs and either one or two dermal horns. In some species, these may be short or
altogether not obvious.

Although not inclined to approaching humans, rhinos may exhibit bursts of
aggressiveness. Fortunately for their enemies, their poor eyesight prevents them
from making targeted attacks. Their sense of smell and hearing however is well
developed.

Dung deposited by rhinos marks their territory. During the day the species may rest
several kilometers from their waterholes under dense cover, and only in the evening,
through the night, and in the early morning do they become active. Rhinos are
known to sleep both standing and lying on the ground and are fond of wallowing in
muddy pools and sandy river-beds.

Egrets and other birds can be found with rhinos, feeding on the species external
parasites.

(Oen good reasons tasave rhinoSon sae

the Rhino International Foundation]




1. Rhinos are critically endangered

At the turn of the 19th century, there were approximately one million rhinos. In 1970,
there were around 70,000. Today, there are fewer than 24,500 rhinos surviving in the
wild.

Threeof the five species of rhino are ACritica
(World Conservation Union). A taxon is classified as critically endangered when the

best available evidence indicates that it meets any of a range of pre-determined

criteria. It is therefore considered to be facing an extremely high risk of extinction in

the wild. The southern subspecies of the white rhino is classified by the IUCN in the

|l esser category of being fANeasclassifiedaat enedo;
"Vulnerable" even this is considered to be facing a high risk of extinction in the wild.

In 2005, some of us are lucky enough to be able to travel to Africa and Asia to see
them in the wild. In 2035, when our children and grandchildren have grown up, will
they still be able to see wild rhinos?

2. Rhinos have been around for 50 million years

Rhinos have been an important part of a wide range of ecosystems for millions of
years; we must not let them join the dodo in extinction.

3. Humans have caused the drastic decline in numbers

Poachers Kkill rhinos for the price they can get for the horns (used for traditional
Chinese medicine and for ornamental dagger handles in Yemen); land
encroachment, illegal logging and pollution are destroying their habitat; and political
conflicts adversely affect conservation programmes.

4. Rhinos are an umbrella species

When protecting and managing a rhino population, rangers and scientists take in
account all the other species interacting with rhinos and those sharing the same
habitat. When rhinos are protected, many other species are too; not only mammals
but also birds, reptiles, fish and insects as well as plants.

5. Rhinos are charismatic mega-herbivores!

By focusing on a well-known animal such as a rhino (or, to use the jargon, a
charismatic mega-herbivore), we can raise more money and consequently support
more conservation programmes benefiting animal and plant species sharing their
habitat.

6. Rhinos attract visitors and tourists
Rhinos are the second-biggest living land mammals after the elephants. Together

with lion, giraffe, chimpanzee and polar bear, the rhino is one of the most popular
species with zoo visitors. In the wild, rhinos attract tourists who bring money to



national parks and local communite s. They are one of the fABig
leopard, elephant and buffalo.

7. In situ conservation programmes need our help

Protecting and managing a rhino population is a real challenge that costs energy and
money. Rhino-range countries need our financial support, and benefit from shared
expertise and exchange of ideas.

8. Money funds effective conservation programmes that save rhinos

We know that conservation efforts save species. The Southern white rhino would not
exist today if it were not for the work of a few determined people, who brought
together the 200 or so individuals surviving, for a managed breeding and re-
introduction programme. Today, there are some 17,500 Southern white rhinos.

With more money, we can support more programmes, and not just save rhino
populations, but increase numbers and develop populations. The Northern white
rhino subspecies may just have become extinct, but it is not too late to save the rest.

9. Many people don6ét know that rhinos are cri:t

Not just that, but how many people know that rhinos also live in Asia? Or that two
species have just one horn? Or that the horn is not used as an aphrodisiac? We
have even heard some people say that they are carnivores!

If people do not know about these amazing animals and the problems they are
facing, how can we expect them to want to do something to help save rhinos?

10. We all have an opportunity to get involved!

You can help us raise awareness of the plight of the rhino! The more we do all
together, the more people will learn about rhinos and the more field projects we will
be able to support. There are lots of fundraising ideas scattered in the 'Support us'
section, as well as ways to donate directly to Save the Rhino. i
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TOP SECRET

MISSION 1: THE MYSTERY OF THE KALAHARI GHOSTS



It is the early 19508, the War is just over and the people of the world are putting their
lives back together. Stories are rife of illegal cargo and smuggling all over Africa.
Gold, works of art, artefacts, items of secrecy and even exotic animals were stashed
away. The Cold War has just begun and strange aircraft with unfamiliar markings
has been spotted all over Africa. What are they looking for?

Strange things are happening in the Kalahari: strange ghost like figures has
appeared at night and the rumour has it that it comes from a wreck from an airplane
that went lost in the Okavango Delta region of the Kalahari.

TheSan-peopl e are talking of fithe revenge of th
god of the smoke that thunderso foor entering
What was on this plane and what was its cargo? Why was Capt. Robert L. Owen

sent by the Government on thismission? Thi s i s the fAmystery of ¢t
Kal ahari o

We will retrace the adventures of the adventurer extraodinaire, Capt. Robert L. Owen
[ al so known a sx-idtdRigenca officad i thendllied forces in North Africa
during World War 1.

We need 24 adventurers to assist us and sol v
a |ifetimeodo adventur e t @ecibllyadapfedamdréstoiech t i me o
Dakota [DC3] airplane. This Dakota airplane was built in 1943 and used by the

South African Defence Force [SADF] during the war. In 1949 it was commissioned

in the South African Airways arskoap ¢p.a sTsheinsger
arpl ane was also use used as a fAministerial a
to the past?



This is a TOP SECRET MISSION and our adventurers will be sworn to secrecy as
not to tell their friends and family about:

1 The five star service aboard the Dakota airplane

1 The exhilarating experience of flying low over the Kalahari, Okavango delta,
Chobe national park and the Victoria waterfalls.

1 Details of the mission, including the landing strips, the beautiful campsites
inside Moremi and elsewhere.

T The luxury treatment in the Parks and the
Victoria Falls Hotel at the magnificent Vic falls.

1 Details of this itinerary

[provisional]

o] Day one: we
assemble at Denel Campus in
Kempton Park and after being
briefed about the mission we will
board our Dakota at a secret
location on O.R. Tambo Airport.
We will fly to Maun [only
stopping in between for fuel
" stops] where we will disembark

and a stay over at one of the lodges. On board we will be treated with first
class meals and a cash bar for drinks will be available.

o Daytwo:l ntel reports on our mission sugges
Island. After breakfast our hosts will take us to the boat station where we
will meet our guidesandboar d t he boats/ mokorobds for
our base at Chiefodés I sland were we wil!/

o Day three: after breakfast we will have the opportunity to explore the
Island under the supervision of our official guide. Warning: during days two
and three we will camp in the bush in tents- it is a dangerous to leave your
tent open at night as elephants, Lions and other wildlife wander through
the campsite at night.

o Day four: Our hosts will take us back by boat/mokoro to the lodge where
we will be taken to another base camp in Moremi where we will camp for
the next two nights

o Day 5: we will be transported back to our Dakota and will fly to Chobe for
more clues regarding our mission where we will stay at one of the luxury
lodges for the next two nights.

o Day 6: We will visit the Chobe National Park via a boat cruise and do
some game viewing.

o Day 7: The clues we have unraffled sofar Vic falls to the "smoke that
thunders" where we will try to unravel the mystery clues. We will stay in
the luxurious Victoria Fall Hotel.

o Day five: you will have the full day to explore the Vic falls.




o Day six: after breakfast will be dropped off at the Airport and be flown
to Kasane where our hosts will pick us up and drive us to our new base
camp near lhaha on the banks of the magnificent Chobe River. This
campsite in the middle of Chobe national park. Chobe is renowned for
its 40,000 or more elephants and thousands of buffalos.

o Day seven: we will once again have game drives in the morning and in
the afternoon.

o Day eight: after our morning game drive we will be taken to Chobe
Safari Lodge where we will sleep in luxury air-conditioned rooms. We
will take a slow sundowner cruise on the Chobe River.

o Day nine: this is our last day of our adventure and will board our
Dakota airplane early for the flight back home.

1 [we may change the itinerary and take day five and seven/eight away to
enable us to fly back to Maun to refuel so that we can land at Haina in Central
Kalahari for an experience with the San-people formerly known as the
A B u s h inwecan fit this in as our first stop]

On the departure date you will receive your TOP SECRET dossier with documents
and other items to help you with your quest.

Your team leaders are Loftus Viljoen & Co from the Ngonyama Safari Club,
adventurers extraordinaire. They will share their vast knowledge on the mysteries,
myths and legends of the Kalahari with you.

[photo credits to Haina Lodge and the Aviation Museum]
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Oupa Duif from PP-Rus tells a story.

In the old day PP-Rus was the nickname for Potgietersrus and is one of those

cherished namesf or one of the Limpopo Provinceds | o
the Afrikaans speaking population. Oupa Duif is a fictional character. Google has a

translation function but certain Afrikaans idioms or a certain manner of

speaking/talking in Afrikaans cannot be literally translated. The way the people

speaks in Afrikaans in the Northern Cape or Namaqualand or in the Cape sometimes

differs from the rest of the country. One may say there are dialects of Afrikaans.

Oupa Duif and Oom Gert, who tells his stories under die Afrikaans section of this
newsletter are family.

Oupa Duif sits on his stoep with a mug of coffee in the one hand and his pipe in the

other. His weather battered felt hat lies on the coffee table in front of him with a copy

of the AGentl e Giants of the Tuli o on the on
looks some sort of insurance documents next to it add an Eland balsak ashtray

centred in the middle completes the picture.



D° . "‘

Phillip Viljoen Insurance Bre
for all Ngonyama Camper Rental

Taking a sip from his coffee he said: AThi s

coffee beans, not the plastic type you get from tins and bottle s ! 0

AA year or so ago | aeactublly mynsona wentrtherpfortao Sodwan

scuba diving trip and | just went along for a break. Normally | am a bush person so
the breakaway was good for me. 0

ifAt Sodwana there i s adswWaussel amikiuesf fueliande
oil in the air. There is the constant humming of boat engines and in the distant there

is the high pitched puff-puff of the compressors filling diving tanks. On the beach
there was a dtraf f i cnanddulthesafety argawithddivemsg t
embarking and disembarking. Divers carrying there heavy equipment are bent like
guestion marks. Ons the access road there is a large flea market and one of the
delicacies you find t her ®apinsappte cubipthenfenag p
an ice cream. It tastes better when you

Oupa Duif described the scenery as he saw it sitting underneath his beach umbrella
and continues: Aln any case, ther eoweddto a
travel on the beach area and you are only allowed to drive between the high tide and
low tide water level marks. For this you need to drive when the water level is on low
tide and to come back when the water level is on low tide again. At some places the
incline is too steep making it unsurpas

of ac
he bo
l e ic
dip
[ i mi
sabl e



AThis one Oke decided to park his Landy bet
started fishing. He misjudged his timing because at one stage he looked back to his

Landy and saw the tide was pushing the water under his vehicle. As the water was

pushing through the Landyo6s tyres sl owing st
He ran back to his Landy and tried to start it up. Eventually he got it going and spun

the Landy onto its belly. By this time there were a lot of peope around him try to push

the Landy i some even tried to shovel the sad away but the tide just kept coming

washing the sand back to where it was. This Landy was stuck and could not be

moved. The rescuers or IiitheseaaoeneThewateravasmo gav e
coming over the top ad more and more sand accumulated around the Landy. The

di straught owner sat on the side just watchi

AOu SeupalDufsai d to him Al hope you are insure
Term Insurers. You betterget hol d of Phillip Viljoen at P
AThere atreael many &md adoeves & ay in Afrikaans 0p

The talkers would bombard you with emails on 30% [or whatever] off your insurance
premium but when it comes to doing something they just keep on talking. Beware of
those traps i you will just need insurance to cover you against the risks imposed by
the talkerso f i mabrsahd stick to them!o



